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DETAILED ACTION 

This Action is in regards to the Reply received on 06/27/2006. Claimed priority is 
granted from Provisional application 60258087 with a priority date of 12/22/2000. 

Response to RCE 

This action is responsive to RCE request filed on 06/27/2006. Claims New claims 48-52 
have been added. There are no previously submitted claims being amended. Claims 
1-14, 29-34, and 40-43 are canceled. Claims 15-28, 35-39, and 44-52 are pending in 
this application and represent a method and system for " determining group 
membership". 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1. Claims 22-27, 39, 47, 50-52 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 15-21, 35-38, and 44-46, and 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Lynch, Patent No. 6,487,600 B1 in view of Ismail et al 
(Ismail), U.S. Patent No. 6,104,705. 
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Regarding claim 15, Lynch discloses the invention substantially as claimed. Lynch 
teaches a method for identifying members of a group, comprising the steps of: 

determining dynamic members of a first group based on the rule that defines 
dynamic membership for said first group, wherein said rule is stored in dynamic rule 
attribute of an identity profile of said first group(columh 7, lines 6-28; column 25, lines 
39-60); 

storing an identification of each of said dynamic members of said first group 
(column 7, lines 6-28; column 25, lines 39-60); 

receiving a request to report members of said first group, said request is received 
subsequent to said step of storing (column 25, lines 39-67; column 26, lines 1-14); 

However, Lynch does not teach "reporting said dynamic members of said first 
group in response to said request, said reporting of said dynamic members is performed 
based on said stored identification of said dynamic members". 

In the same field on endeavor Ismail discloses "...a controller for receiving group 
dynamic monitoring signals from each group member device or application, said group 
dynamic monitoring signals indicating a variety of activity of each group member, 
wherein the group dynamic monitoring signals are used to assign priorities to said 
video streams according to a set of rules, and said priorities are used for 
determining..." [see Ismail; column 7, lines 21-28]. 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated Ismail's teachings of a 
method and system for reporting said dynamic members of said first group in response 
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to said request with the teachings of Lynch, for the purpose of providing means to 
develop a dynamically configured user network according to the rules by which the 
network members establish links among themselves and communicate.... as stated by 
Lytnch in lines 55-61 of column 3. By this rationale claim 15 is rejected. 

Regarding claim 16, the combination Lynch-lsmail discloses a method 
according to claim 15, wherein: said first group includes one or more static members; an 
identification of each of said static members is stored in a static member attribute for 
said identity profile of said first group; and said identification of each of said dynamic 
members is stored in said static member attribute for said identity profile of said first 
group (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39-67); 

Regarding claim 17, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses a method 
according to claim 15, wherein: said first group includes one or more static members; an 
identification of each of said static members is stored in a static member attribute for an 
identity profile of said first group; said identity profile of said first group also includes an 
expansion attribute; and said method can only be performed if said expansion attribute 
includes an appropriate value (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39-67); 

Regarding claim 18, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses a method 
according to claim 17, wherein: said method can only be performed for an entity having 
access to said expansion attribute and said dynamic rule attribute (see Lynch; column 
7, lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39-67); 
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Regarding claim 19, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses a method 
according to claim 15, wherein: said steps of determining and storing are automatically 
repeated (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39-67); 

Regarding claim 20, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses a method 
according to claim 1 5, wherein: said steps of determining, storing and receiving are 
performed by an integrated identity and access system (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6- 
28; column 25, lines 39-67); 

Regarding claim 21, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses a method 
according to claim 20, wherein: said integrated identity and access system is capable of 
performing authorization services based on membership in said first group (see Lynch; 
column 7, lines 6-28; column 25, lines 39-67); 

Regarding claim 28, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses a method 
according to claim 15, wherein: said first group includes one or more static members; 
and said step of reporting includes reporting said static members (see Lynch; column 7, 
lines 6-28; column 25, lines 39-67); 

Regarding claim 35, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses one or more 
processor readable storage devices having processor readable code embodied on said 
processor readable storage devices, said processor readable code for programming 
one or more processors to perform a method comprising the steps of: 

determining dynamic members of a first group based on a rule that defines 
dynamic membership for said first group, wherein said rule is stored in a dynamic rule 
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attribute of an identity profile of said first group (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-28; column 
25, lines 39-67); 

storing an identification of each of said dynamic members of said first group; and 
receiving a request to report members of said first group, said request is received 
subsequent to said step of storing (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-28; column 25, lines 
39-67);and reporting said dynamic members of said first group in response to said 
request, said reporting of said dynamic members is performed based on said stored 
identification of said dynamic members [see Ismail; column 7, lines 21-28]. 

Regarding claim 36, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses one or more 
processor readable storage devices according to claim 35, wherein: said first group 
includes one or more static members; and said step of reporting includes reporting said 
static members (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39-67). 

Regarding claim 37, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses one or more 
processor readable storage devices according to claim 36, wherein: said steps of 
determining and storing are automatically repeated (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; 
column 25, lines 39-67). 

Regarding claim 38, The combination Lynch-lsmail one or more processor 
readable storage devices according to claim 36, wherein: said steps of determining, 
storing and receiving are performed by an integrated identity and access system (see 
Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39-67). , 

Regarding claim 44, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses an apparatus that 
can determine members of a group, comprising: 
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a communication interface; and one or more processors in communication with 
said communication interface, said one or more processors perform a method 
comprising the steps of: 

determining dynamic members of a first group based on a rule that defines 
dynamic membership for said first group, wherein said rule is stored in a dynamic rule 
attribute of an identity profile of said first group, said first group includes one or more 
static members (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39-67); 

storing an identification of each of said dynamic members of said first group, and 

receiving a request to report members of said first group, said request is received 
subsequent to said step of storing, and reporting said static members and said dynamic 
members of said first group in response to said request, said reporting of said dynamic 
members is performed based on said stored identification of said dynamic members 
[see Ismail; column 7, lines 21-28]. 

Regarding claim 45, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses an apparatus 
according to claim 44, wherein: said steps of determining and storing are automatically 
repeated (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39-67); 

Regarding claim 46, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses an apparatus 
according to claim 44, wherein: said steps of determining, storing and receiving are 
performed by an integrated identity and access system (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6- 
60; column 25, lines 39-67); 

Regarding claim 48, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses An integrated 
identity and access system comprising: 
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an identity system adapted to determine dynamic members of a first group based 
on a rule that defines dyriamic membership for said first group, wherein said rule is 
stored in a dynamic rule attribute of an identity profile-of said first group, store an 
identification of each of said dynamic members of said first group, receive a request to 
report members of said first group, said request is received subsequent to said step of 
storing, and report said dynamic members of said first group in response to said 
request, said reporting of said dynamic members is performed based on said stored 
identification of said dynamic members (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; column 25, 
lines 39-67); and 

an access system adapted to perform authentication services based on 
membership in said first group (see Lynch; column 7, lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39- 
67) and [see Ismail; column 7, lines 21-28]. 

Regarding claim 49, The combination Lynch-lsmail discloses The integrated identity 
and access system of claim 48, wherein: 

said first group includes one or more static members; 

an identification of each of said static members is stored in a static member . 
attribute for said identity profile of said first group; and 

said identification of each of said dynamic members is stored in said static 

member attribute for said identity profile of said first group (see Lynch; column 7, 
lines 6-60; column 25, lines 39-67). 
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Conclusion 

4. Applicant's convincing remarks necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented In this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL. The 
Examiner strongly anticipate a Final Rejection Office Action on the next response if 
amendments are not properly made to the claims to perhaps place them in condition for 
allowance. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to Jude Jean-Gllles whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley, can be reached on (571 ) 272-3923. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
9000. 

Jude Jean-Gllles 
Patent Examiner 




